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University of Colombo — Sri Lanka
Faculty of Arts
Fourth Year Examination in Arts — Semester I, 2016/2017
INR 4281: International Humanitarian Law

Time: Two (02) Hours
Answer any Three (03) questions.

1. *Nuclear weapons are said to be generally illegal under international law’. Do you agree
or disagree with this statement? Explain your answer in light of the Hllegality of Nuclear
Weapons Case that was argued before the International Court of Justice in 1996 and

subsequent developments,

2. “Evolution of warfare during the 20 Century has created various challenges to the

implementation of the Principles of International Humanitarian Law”, Explain.

3. Write notes on any Two (02} of the following:
i. Significance of 1899 Peace Conference and Common Article 3 of Geneva
Conventions
ii." Fundamental Guarantees under Article 75 of Additional Protocol I of 1977
iii. Prosecutor v Dusco Tadic, ICTY 1995
iv. Individual and Command Responsibility under the Statute of the International

Criminal Court

4. Principle of Distinction is considered as the most important principle of International
Humanitarian Law. Explain this principle in line with developments in the ‘war in Syria’

and the contributions by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

5. Explain the importance of ‘Customary International Humanitarian law (CIHL)’ in giving

practical significance to principles of International Humanitarian Law.

6. Answer both sections.
i. Citing relevant examples, write a short description on the sources of International
Humanitarian Law ITHL.
il. Compare and contrast the applicability of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and

International Human Rights Law (IHRL).



