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1. Answer the following briefly, precisely and giving appropriate reasons with reference to the 
relevant provisions of the Penal Code of Sri Lanka and decided cases. 

(i) Do you agree that the case of Gamini v. The Attorney General [1999] 1 SLR 321 is a 
turning point in the history of Criminal Law of Sri Lanka? 

(ii) Sirisena, a Public Health Inspector who is empowered to perform raids on any food sales 
outlet makes a surprise visit to Dematagoda Restaurants. He finds that food is kept under 
unhygienic conditions and tries to take some photographs. Simon, the restaurant Owner tries 
to prevent Sirisena from doing so. An altercation begins and Sirisena pushes Simon away. 
Simon attacks Sirisena who is severely injured. 
Is Simon entitled to any exculpatory defense? 

(iii) B is a student at Elizabeth College where attendance for classes is compulsory,; B urges C 
to sign the attendance records on his behalf. 
What is the offence committed by B? 

(iv) R stabs T on his thigh with a sword and an artery is thereby pierced. T dies due to excess 
bleeding. 
Under which provision of the Penal Code and exactly under which limb of such provision 
has R committed an offence? 

(v) Do you think The Attorney General v. Welgamage [1990] 2 Sri L R 212 blurred the 
difference between the offences of criminal misappropriation and theft? 



2. (i) Should causing miscarriage (abortion) be totally legalized in Sri Lanka? 
Discuss the legal arguments for and against quoting relevant authorities. 

(ii) 'A person may be guilty of attempting to commit a crime even though the commission of 
the offence is impossible.' 
Critically assess the above statement with reference to statutory provisions and case law. 

3. (i) 'Kudu Gamini alias Gamini Arachchi, aged 28, is convicted, for the fifth time, for having in 
possession and trafficking drugs. As in the previous four occasions, the punishment is 
few months' imprisonment. It is very likely that he will complete his term of sentence 
and will repeat the same crime again since the rehabilitation system in Sri Lanka is 
ineffective'. 
The above is a media release. Do you agree with that? Give reasons quoting authorities, 

(ii) Analyse the requirements to prove the offence of theft with reference to decided cases. 

4. Madhusha, a 15 years old girl, left home as usual in the morning to go to school. On her way 
she was" confronted by Kumara, a village lad who was in love with her. Madhusha has always 
expressed dissent towards him. Basil and Sunimal, Kumara's friends were also with him. 
Kumara! approached Madhusha and tried to embrace her. Madusha ran towards a bushy area. 
She did Shot return home until 3 p.m. and her mother started looking for her. She found out that 
Madhusha has not gone to school on that day. Her search was of no avail until the end of the 
day. Madhusha's body was found the following day, tied to a tree, inside a bushy area in 
between her home and the school. Just in front of the body there were marks of the feet on the 
ground, indicative of struggle. Autopsy report revealed that Madhusha was hit by a blunt object 
on the back of her head. She had more than twenty injuries all over her body and she has been 
raped several times by three individuals. Kumara was arrested by police and his mobile phone 
was confiscated. His phone contained text messages to many using indecent words. 
Discuss the criminal liability of Kumara, Basil and Sunimal quoting statutory provisions and 
case law. 

5. Appu and Raja were partners in a business they commenced in 2013. In April 2016, Raja's wife 
left hoftie with their children accusing that Raja ignores the family due to business 
commitments. Two months later, Raja was diagnosed with severe depression and was under 
medication. In June 2017, Appu introduced Mohamed to Raja with the hope of developing the 
business. Raja vehemently opposed this proposition and told Appu "I have lost everything in 
life, I can't lose the business as well." However, a month later, Raja saw Appu and Mohamed 
dining «t a restaurant. Raja waited until Appu left, followed Mohamed and stabbed him to 
death. 

Assuming that you are the Defense Counsel appearing for Raja, what would you suggest as the 
best defence to Raja? Your answer should draw on relevant provisions of the Penal Code and 
case law authorities. 



A month ago, Peter engaged in a severe altercation with David and Theressa over the 
ownership of a property. David and Theressa were harbouring anger over this and looking for 
ways to teach Peter a lesson. One day, Peter visited the property in question and:David and 
Theressa happened to be there. Their discussion soon turned into a heated argument and 
David and Theressa attacked Peter with clubs several times. Peter fell down and was bleeding 
profusely. David and Theressa rushed him to the nearest hospital. Due to road constructions 
there was heavy traffic and David had to take a diversion which took more time] Peter was 
admitted to the hospital two hours after he suffered the injuries and he was unconscious at the 
time of admission. As an emergency treatment he was injected with blood-clot' promoting 
drug for which Peter was allergic and died immediately. 
Assess the liability of David and Theressa. Your answer should be substantiated with 
reference to statutory provisions and case law from Sri Lanka and England. 

7. Section X of the Penal Code of the State of Westo reads as follows: 
"whoever, being a public officer, creates national, racial or religious hatred through 
his / her acts and / or speech and thereby incites hostility, violence, and discrimination 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description, which may be extended to 
two years." 

Responding to a media query regarding the recent heated debates that were telecast on the 
television between the majority and minority communities of Westo, the Official Media 
Spokesperson of Ministry of Higher Education of Westo, Ms. Dinushi stated that "the 
majority community is justified in their reactions as Westo should be protected from the 
minority communities that have originated from invaders who destroyed Westo". ! 
Immediately following this statement, the majority community burnt down several shops 
belonging to the minority community. The riot that ensued resulted in the loss o f m a n y 
properties and two lives. The Westo Police arrested Ms. Dinushi stating that she has violated 
Section X of the Westo Penal Code. Her argument was that she did not voluntarily or 
intentionally incite violence. 
Assuming that the laws of Westo are similar to that of Sri Lanka, assess Dinushits liability 
with reference to decided cases from Sri Lanka and England, applying the doctrine of strict 
liability in criminal law. 


