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"'Democracy is dependent on the vibrancy of the concept of constitutionalism that obtains 

in a country. However, the concept cannot be completely reconciled with the concept of 

People's Sovereignty." 

Do you agree with the above statement? Analyze with reference to the constitutional 

principles underpinning the concept of constitutionalism and examples from relevant 

constitutional provisions. 

2. "Rule of law should be the cornerstone of any democratic constitution, provided the 

meaning of rule of law does not remain obscure or imprecise." 

Comment on and analyze the validity of the above statement. 

3. Neetha is engaged in spreading awareness about a new way of life called 'Art of co

existence and peaceful living'. Along with a couple of friends, she has been visiting 

homes of private individuals to create awareness. Recently, she started an advertisement 

campaign with the intention of reaching a larger audience. Captured by the attractive 

slogans in these advertisements, a substantive number of people belonging to different 

religions join the movement. 
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month later, the Ministry of Religious Affairs issued a regulation banning all 

advertisements from the Art of Co-existence and Peaceful Living noting that such 

advertisements are a threat to public order. The Ministry further stated that it was 

necessary to issue this regulation to protect and safeguard the religion followed by the 

majority in the country. Neetha further finds out that the prohibitory regulations have not 

been issued in relation to any other religions which were carrying out similar but 

unattractive awareness campaigns. 

Neetha believes that her fundamental rights have been violated and wishes to institute 

action. Advise Neetha. 

"The Post-19th Amendment Presidency in the country has not diluted the Executive 

Power of the President vis-a-vis the Prime Minister or the Cabinet of Ministers." 

Do you agree? Discuss with reference to relevant constitutional provisions and practical 

examples. 

Although Parliamentary Sovereignty is a strong and historical concept in the United 

Kingdom its significance and relevance in Sri Lanka after the Second Republican 

Constitution is negligible. The Parliament under the Second Republican Constitution, 

compared with the 1 s t Republican Constitution, is neither sovereign nor supreme 

legislatively. 

Do you agree? Discuss with reference to relevant Constitutional provisions and case law. 

Constitutional reform is a significant method of strengthening democracy, ensuring 

accountability for the exercise of public power and the protection of human rights. How 

effective such reform would depend on substance of such reforms as well as the 

procedure followed in adopting them. Discuss the above statement drawing illustrations 

from Sri Lanka's constitutional history as well as its ongoing exercise in constitutional 

reforms. 

Page 2 of 3 



7. "The judiciary is sometimes described as the third arm of the State that is outside of 'the 

democratic process.' The judiciary is required to be independent from the other organs of 

the State as well as in its interpretation of law. On the other hand, an independent 

judiciary is essential for a constitutional democracy." 

Discuss, drawing relevant examples. 
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