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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF ARTS
FIRST YEAR EXAMINATION IN ARTS - SEMESTER H - 2015/2016
PSC - 1202- ASPECTS OF SRI LANKA’S GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
TIME: TWO (02) HOURS

Answer four (04) questions only

Each answer will carry a maximum of fifteen (15) marks

1. Critically examine the following theories in relation to understanding of post-colonial
societies.
a) Post-colonialism
b) Orientalism
¢) Subaltern theory

2. Do you think that the Soulbury Constitution fulfilled the aspirations of Sri Lankans? Give
reasons for your answer

3. “The 1956 regime change was a turning point in post-independent Sri Lankan politics, which
caused many political, social and economic impacts in the country.” Critically analyze this
statement.

4. Discuss the following themes in relation to the 1972 Constitution of Sri Lanka:
a. People’s sovereignty
b. Public service
c. Judiciary

5. Examine the Parliamentary Democracy and the Presidential System under the 1978
' Constitution,

6. Briefly discuss the major trends of the political party system in Sri Lanka in the recent past
and the root causes for such trends.
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7. Write notes on any two (02) of the following:
a. 18" and 19" amendments to the Constitution of 1978
b. The Ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka
c. Changes in the legislature in the post-independent period
d. Minority rights and the Soulbury Constitution
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