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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF ARTS

FIRST YEAR EXAMINATION IN ARTS - SEMESTER 1 - 2017
SOC 1101 - Fundamentals of Sociology

Two (02) Hours

Answer any FOUR (04) questions.

i,

What are the social changes that occurred in Europe as a result of historical events
such as the French revolution and Industrial revolution? (5 marks)

Do you think that the attempt to understand these changes more scientifically led to
the emergence of Sociology? Explain vour answer. {10 marks)

What did Durkheim tdentify as social solidarity? Explain its categories. (5 marks)

According to Durkheim, what is anomie? Explain its impacts on industrial society.
(10 marks}

Why is social research important in understanding human society? (5 marks)

What are the key methods that can be used for data collection in social research?
Explain the strengths and weaknesses of one such method. (10 marks)

Explain what a social group is and describe its characteristics? (5 marks)

How does the division between “US and THEM” become significant in identifying
social groups? Discuss paying special attention to the typology of groups. (10 marks)



What is an ideal type? According to Weber, how docs it become important in
sociological analysis? (5 marks)

According to Weber, why is a bureaucratic organization technically more superior and
efficient compared to another organization? Examine with examples. (10 marks)

According to Murdock, what is family and what are’its functions? (5 marks)

What is socialization? Explain the significance of family in socialization paying
special attention to Parsons’ ideas. (10 marks)

Explain the following major sociological concepts with examples.

Social action and social interaction (3 marks)
Social relationships and social structure {3 marks)
Social status and roles (3 marks)
. Values and norms (3 marks)
Material and non-material culture (3 marks)
Explain social stratification and its main types. (5 marks)

Briefly discuss the main classical theories that explain social stratification?
(10 marks)
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