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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO- SRI L A N K A 

FACULTY OF ARTS 

FIRST YEAR EXAMINATION IN ARTS- SEMESTER 1-2016-2017 

PSC -1101-POLITICAL SCIENCE: A N INTRODUCTION 

Time - Two (02) hours 

Answer any four (04) questions only. 

Each answer will carry a maximum of fifteen (15) marks. 

(1) "Politics is not a unidimensional phenomenon". Do you agree with this statement? 
Discuss. 

(2) "There is no consistency in the evolution of Political Science as an academic 
discipline". Examine this statement. 

( 3 ) a. Identify the main characteristics of modern approaches in political science 
inquiry. 

b. Explain the differences between the assumptions put forward by 
behaviouralists and post-behaviouralists in political science. 

(4) Define the concept of the State and explain its major forms in different historical 
and contemporary contexts. 

(5) Explain the basic socio-political conditions which are accepted as necessary to 
sustain good governance. 

(6) Explain what "political philosophy" is and identify the fundamental questions 
which political philosophers have considered in their inquiries. 

(7) Write notes on any two (02) of the following: 

(a) The relationship between studying politics and political science 
(b) The benefits one can gain from studying politics academically 
(c) The role of legislature in the policy-making process of a government 
(d) Challenges faced by the civil society in promoting the democratic culture 

of a country 


