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University of Colombo
Faculty of Arts
Bachelor of Arts Degree Fxamination — First year
Semester End Examination — Semester 1 — 2016/2017

DMG 1101: introduction to Demography

Answer three (03) questions only Time: Two (02) hours

1. 3} Explain the meaning of the subject Demography by using the most appropriate definition.

(05 marks)
b) Explain the difference between Demography and Population Studies.
(07 marks)
¢) Explain the importance of the Balancing Equation in studying Demography.
(08 marks)
2. a) Examine the difference between periodic and continuous data systems.
{{_Jl_6 marks)

b} Describe briefly how the demographic and socio-economic data that can be obtained from
the Population and Housing Censuses of Sri Lanka is important when formulating national
policies.

{14 marks)

3. Discuss the issues that arise from the changing age-sex structure in Sri Lanka,
{20 marks)



4,

5;

a) Explain the difference between ‘fertility’ and ‘fecundity’.
(04 marks)

b) “When analyzing fertility Total Fertility Rate is a powerful measure”. Briefly discuss this
statement.

(08 marks)
c) “Identifying the causes of deaths is important for the timely changes in health policies of a
country”. Briefly examine this statement.

(08 marks)

Write short notes on four (04) of the following topics.

a) Difference between crude rates and age specific rates

b) Importance of information on place of birth and place of usual residence when identifying
internal migrants

¢) The importance of Population Registers as a demographic data source

d) Replacement level fertility

e) Difference between neo-natal and post neo-natal deaths

(05 marks each)



