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"MnWinter adds that the laborers he thus hired are exclusive of about 600 people who are 
employed in the distillation of Arrack which he rectifies, and in the preparation of Coir rope yarn. 
From the statements of the European Missionaries it also appears that voluntary laborers have been 
readily obtained by them in erecting in their buildings. 
At Cotta in the Colombo district it is stated that from eighty to a hundred workmen were employed, 
and there was no difficulty in procuring them. The Mechanics were paid 9d. and the laborers 6d. 
a day. 
At Badagam in the Galle District it is stated that u a hundred voluntary laborers were employed 
daily from the village - they worked for more than ten hours a day for 4 1/2 d. Many more persons 
than were employed came daily to offer their services t i l l the harvest commenced. 
"Expecting in the seasons of preparing land for seed, and of harvest, there is no difficulty in 
obtaining laborers." 
"The people are willing to laborer but they want encouragement.'' 
{The Colebrook Cameron Papers, Report of Lieutenant- Colonel Colebrooke upon the compulsory 
services to which the Natives of Ceylon are subject, p 203-204) 


