
1 

UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI L A N K A 
FACULTY OF L A W 

BACHELOR OF LAWS EXAMINATION, YEAR I - 2019 

ROMAN L A W 
(THREE HOURS) 

Total No. of Questions: 07 

Answer FIVE (05) questions and no more. 

(Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.) 

1. ' In the history of the Roman law, statutes have played a very minor part in the 
development of private law.' 

Do you agree with the above statement? Give reasons for your answer. 

2. Answer both a) and b) 
a) 'The Roman institution of patria potestas granted the paterfamilias an immense 

power over his progenies. However, the powers of the paterfamilias as regards his 
child's person gradually changed as a result of the evolution of Roman law.' 

. Do you agree with the above statement? Support your answer by providing 
illustrations. 

b) Arnus, a sui iuris Roman citizen, had no legitimate children. He looked after his 
best friend's legitimate son, Spartacus, and had control over him. Later, he 
discovered that he had an illegitimate son by the name of Catus. Arnus wished to 
establish patria potestas over both Spartacus and Catus. 

Giving reasons, advise Arnus. 

3. Appius acquired a land near the river Tiber by mancipatio and built a house and a 
huge store thereon. Later he purchased three black horses from Caius by tr'aditio and 
then, he captured another three wild horses from the forest nearby. However, it was 
revealed that Caius was not the lawful owner of the black horses purchased by Appius 
and later Cato, the actual owner of the horses demanded his horses back. Appius 
decided to build a stable for his horses and he hired Marcus for that task. During'the 
constructions, Marcus found a treasure in Appius's land. After few years the river 
Tiber forsook its old couxse and flowed in another direction by enabling Appius to 
acquire a portion of land from the old bed of the river. 

Discuss, giving reasons, the validity of the above modes of acquisition by Appius. 
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4. Discuss the legal issues and appropriate actions that arise in the following 
circumstances. 
i) Julius, a Roman merchant, made a considerable profit from grain trading. Banus 

borrowed 30 modius (a Roman unit of weight) of wheat from Julius with the 
promise of returning the equivalent within seven days. Banus also requested 
Julius's horse drawn cart to transport the grain. Julius lent his cart and two horses 
to Banus, free of charge, requesting him to take care of his two favourite horses. 
During the journey, Banus was trapped by a cyclone on the mountain cliff road and 
the cart, along with the horses, was blown away by wind storms to the cliff. Banus 
was able to survive by jumping out of the cart. After seven days, Julius demanded 
the return of the equivalent goods Banus borrowed, and payment of compensation 
for the cart and the horses. 

ii) Julia deposited her necklace made out of precious pearls in the safe custody of her 
friend Sansa before her journey to Greece. When Julia returned to Rome, Sansa 
handed over a necklace to her friend. Later, Julia found that it was a faux pearl 
necklace made out of artificial pearls. 

5. Explain the legal implications of the acts of parties in the following situations: 
a) Brutus and Marcus were not on good terms due to a land dispute One day while 

Marcus was playing ball in a playground close to a church, he saw Brutus pass by 
with some others. Marcus threw the ball hard that it hit Brutus's head and Brutus 
fell down. An altercation arose between Brutus's friends and Marcus. The priest 
of the church intervened to stop the altercation, but the priest was slapped on the 
face by Marcus. 

b) A box full of valuable jewellery went missing from Luis's jewellery shop. Three 
days later, the same box with the jewellery was found in Plebius's premises. 
Plebius claimed that he was not aware of the contents of the box. He said that two 
days earlier his friend Olus brought the box to his house for safekeeping saying 
that his place was flooded due to heavy rain. 

c) Babria, a thin slave-girl ten years of age, was admitted to hospital for treatment. 
Kamilia, a nurse, attended to Babria and gave her a medical syrup to be. consumed 
three times a day without properly checking the dosage of the medicine with the 
doctor in charge. The dosage needed to be calculated on the age and weight of the 
patient. Kamilia gave Babria the dosage of a heavy weighted adult. Babria 
consumed the syrup and it caused excessive drowsiness in her, immediately. 
When walking after taking the syrup, Babria tripped over some iron bars on the 
ground, hit her head badly on one and died after a few days due to the severe head 
injury. 



3 

6. 'Appointment of heres in a Roman will is considered a requirement of such 
paramount importance that the failure to do so challenges the validity of the w i l l ' 

Analyse the above statement in the context of the other requisites of a valid wil l , 
giving suitable illustrations. 

7. Advise X. citing principles and reasons, as to whether he can pursue usucapio in the 
following situations: 
a) A lent B a gold goblet. B died and B's heir, C, believing that the goblet belonged 

to B, sold the goblet to X. 
b) A had a usufruct of a herd of oxen. Several of the herd had calves. A sold the 

calves to X. 
c) A sold X a ring. A and X did not know that the ring belonged to B. Immediately 

after X took possession of the ring X discovered that the ring belonged to B. 
d) X was in possession of a stolen chariot and a necklace that was taken by force. 
e) A squatted on unoccupied land. A then sold the land to X. 
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