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On these and other questions of general importance the people are entitled to expect 
that their interests and wishes may be attended to, and their rights protected; and 
although ignorance and prejudice which will prevail generally throughout the 
country may preclude the adoption of their views upon all subjects, it would be 
consistent with the policy of a liberal government that they should have an 
opportunity of freely communication their opinions of the effects of the legislative 
changes that may be proposed. 
{report of Colebrook upon the administration, p. 56) 
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