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Answer ALL THREE (03) questions. 
1. Write an essay in response to the ideas expressed in ONE of the following passages. 

Provide an essay topic that indicates your point of focus in the essay (Limit: 
approximately 750 words). 

(25 marks) 
a. "Host Broadcasters of the forthcoming Champions Trophy to be held in 

England this June, during which former Sri Lankan cricket captain Kumar 
Sangakkara will be making his commentary debut, have said that viewers will 
have access to English subtitles alongside Sanga's English commentary for 
those who are unable to grasp his accent. The head of PR for the host 
broadcaster said, 'While securing the services of Kumar to enhance our 
commentary team has been a major coup, we were presented with a unique 
challenge of figuring out how to include subtitles for the first time to 
accommodate him as well. A number of his fans told us that they are able to 
understand about 45% of what he currently says. We are hoping that by 
adding subtitles we can get it up to about 80%, because no software or person, 
including his parents, are able to comprehend 100% of what he is saying.'" 

The above is an extract from a satirical piece on Newscurry.com. What aspects 
of communication does the extract comment on? Discuss. 

b. "The Government should share responsibility over social media and focus on 
addressing areas of social media that [incite] anger and violence. The growth 
of this digital landscape in recent years warrants the extensive use of a law 
enforcement body to monitor these platforms, so as to control and reduce the 
spread of fake news and hate speech...it has come to the point where we 
should take responsibility for what we share, while ensuring that the 
Government also takes responsibility to monitor social media platforms." 

(Ceylon Today) 

What is your opinion on state regulation and individual social responsibility 
on social media? Discuss. 
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c. "[Last week] saw the arrival of two-month old Binanga Ruheli in the 
Parliamentary complex, accompanying her mother UNP Parliamentarian 
Hirunika Premachandra who was compelled to be present...Premachandra 
told the Sunday Observer that her party leader and male colleagues told her 
there were no objections to the infant being brought into the Chamber during 
the debate because for the moment, Ruheli cannot bear to be separated from 
her mother. ' . . .This is just the struggle of working mothers all over the 
country. For all of us, work and family are both priorities, and can never really 
be separate', Premachandra said." 

The above extract appeared in the Sunday Observer, accompanied by a picture 
of Hirunika Premachandra and her infant which won the caption "Photo of the 
Week". Comment on the underlying dimensions of power and privilege that 
the extract highlights. 

Comment on the genre of writing, projected audience, complexity, and degree of 
formality in the following passage. Provide examples from the text in your answer. 

(10 marks) 

Shares rise to 12-week closing high; rupee firmer 

Reuters: Sri Lankan shares rose for the third straight session on Thursday to a 12-week 
closing high, as investors bought diversified and telecom stocks ahead of a key policy 
rates announcement later in the day. The benchmark stock index hit its highest close 
since 18 April on Wednesday, buoyed by the Government's decision to launch a $2.2 
billion Japan-funded Light Railway Transit (LRT) project and some other stalled 
infrastructure projects, brokers said. The index ended up 0.71% at 5,561.28. It rose 2.67% 
last week, notching its second consecutive weekly gain. However, it is down 8.11% so far 
this year. 
Sri Lanka is unlikely to hit its full-year economic growth target of 3-4% following [the] 
Easter Sunday bombings and a Reuters poll has forecast growth to slump to its lowest in 
nearly two decades this year. Meanwhile, the currency closed firmer at 175.35/45 per 
dollar, compared with Wednesday's close of 175.50/60, as dollar sales by banks 
surpassed importer greenback demand. The rupee rose 0.17% last week, and is up 4.13% 
so far this year. 
The Central Bank cut its key interest rates on 31 May to support a faltering economy as 
overall business and consumer confidence slumped following [the] deadly bomb attacks 
in April. 

(Daily FT) 

Page 2 of3 



3. Given below is a short excerpt from an article in the MIT Faculty Newsletter titled 
"Change in Education: The Cost of Sacrificing Fundamentals" by Ernest G. 
Frankel. Summarise the excerpt in your own words as far as possible. The summary 
should be 80 - 1 0 0 words. 

(15 marks) 
America has changed dramatically during recent years. Not only has the number of 
graduates in traditional engineering disciplines such as mechanical, civil, electrical, 
chemical, and aeronautical engineering declined, but in most of the premier American 
universities engineering curricula now concentrate on and encourage largely the study of 
engineering science. As a result, there are declining offerings in engineering subjects 
dealing with infrastructure, the environment, and related issues, and greater concentration 
on high technology subjects, largely supporting increasingly complex scientific 
developments. While the latter is important, it should not be at the expense of more 
traditional engineering. 

Rapidly developing economies such as China and India, as well as other industrial 
countries in Europe and Asia, continue to encourage and advance the teaching of 
engineering. Both China and India, respectively, graduate six and eight times as many 
traditional engineers as does the United States. Other industrial countries at minimum 
maintain their output, while America suffers an increasingly serious decline in the 
number of engineering graduates and a lack of well-educated engineers. 

(169 words) 
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