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U N I V E R S I T Y O F C O L O M B O - SRI L A N K A 
F A C U L T Y O F A R T S 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN APPLIED SOCIOLOGY - 2017/2018 
PDAS 500 - Introduction to Applied Sociology 

Answer four (04) questions only 
Time : Three(03) hours only 

1. What are the historical factors and social forces that contributed to the origin and 
development of Sociology? Discuss with example. 

2. What are three major sociological perspectives and discuss one of them with 
examples, 

3. Write a shot essay on the major contributions to Sociology of any one of the 
following theorists, (a) Emile Durkheim 

(b) Karl Marx 
(c) Max Weber 

4. Briefly explain the following concepts with examples. 
(a) Socialization 
(b) Sub-culture 
(c) Social action 
(d) Social status and role 

5. 'Social institutions are the foundation of any society.' Do you agree with this 
statement? Elaborate your answer with examples. 

6. (a) Briefly explain what Applied Sociology is. 
(b) Discuss the significance of applied sociology in understanding 

contemporary social problems. 

7. 'Suicide is one of the leading social problems in Sri Lanka.' How do you 
analytically understand this problem in the context of applied sociology? 

8. 'The socio-cultural aspects play a crucial role in the sustainable development.' Do 
you agree with statement? Give reasons with example. 


