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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA 

F A C U L T Y OF ARTS 

EXAMINATION IN MASTER OF ARTS IN SOCIOLOGY (TWO YEARS) 2017/2019 & 

MASTERS IN SOCIOLOGY (ONE Y E A R ) 2017/2018 

Semester I 

M A S 618 - Sociology of Education 

Answer four (04) questions only. 

Three (03) Hours 

1. Do you think that education can contribute to a country's development by changing 

culture, people's attitudes and aspirations? Explain with examples. 

2. Briefly explain and critically compare the functionalist and Marxist analysis of the 

social significance o f education. 

3. Do you think the popularity o f a 'tuition class culture' and the availability o f Internet 

facilities in contemporary Sri Lanka has undermined the need for school and 

teachers? Critically discuss with reference to suitable theories. 

4. What are the challenges that one is likely to encounter in attempting to implement 

John Dewey's ideas on school education in an Asian country like Sri Lanka? 

Critically examine with examples. 

5. "Inequality in schools is a result of the influence of external society and not of factors 

internal to the school." Critically discuss with reference to suitable theoretical 

approaches. 

6. Do you think that school environment influences a teacher's efficiency and 

professional satisfaction? Explain with examples. 
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7. A discussion on the importance of parental involvement in children's education has 

become noticeable within the Sri Lankan school system in recent times. Can this be 

interpreted as an attempt to palm off the school's responsibility in the child's 

education to the family? Critically discuss with examples. 

8. Write short essays on any two (02) o f the following topics: 

i . Cultural reproduction through education 

i i . Liberal perspective on education 

i i i . Michael Apple 
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