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cs®od Ŝso© 8g6><; aaoe&gcsfi cooS e5s»-e£ca (e^ agdjg) 2017/2019 ea® 
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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO - SRI LANKA 
FACULTY OF ARTS 

Examination in Master of Arts in Sociology (Two years) - 2017/2019 
& Masters in Sociology (One year) - 2017/2018 

1st Semester 
MAS 601 - Sociological Theory 

Answer Four (04) questions only selecting at least one (01) question from 
each section 
Time: Three (03) hours only 

SECTION I 
1. 'The basis of the moral condemnation of wage labour is not that the wages are 

too low, but that wage labour by its very nature dehumanizes man.' Examine 
this statement with reference to Karl Marx's views on the production process in 
the industrial capitalism. 

l&f I - w e if 
2. Critically examine Max Weber's idea that all advances of human society are 

founded upon the basis of 'rationality' that emerged in particular moments of 
history. 

3. Do you agree with the view of Emile Durkheim that diverse social phenomena 
such as social solidarity, religion and suicides are 'social facts' that are rooted 
in the social structure of a particular society? Elaborate your answer. 

SECTION n 

4. 'A social system according to Talcott Parsons is an entity within which different 
parts of the society become integrated through their specific functions satisfied 
by 'voluntaristic' actions of individuals.' Critically discuss the above statement 
with reference to the systems theory of Talcott Parsons. 

P.T.O. 



'The basic premise of Symbolic Interactionism is that the society has to be 
understood in relation to the distinctive character of interaction as it takes place 

between human beings based on how they define, interpret and attach meanings 
to each other's actions.' Discuss this statement. 

'Frankfurt School takes Marx's dialectical method as the point of departure in 
their social thought and critically captures the contradictions that are embedded 
in the society.' Examine this statement with reference to the work of one critical 
theorist of your choice. 

SECTION in 
Either 

Explain the fundamental premises of 'Structuralism' and discuss how post-
structuralism differs from early structuralism. 
Or 
Michel Foucault says that we all are always observed and controlled in the open 
prison known as 'carceral society'. Critically discuss the above statement with 
reference to the concepts 'panoptican' and bio-power'. 
Either 

'The consumer society, by creating a 'hypo-reality culture', caters to satisfy the 
artificial desires and ignores the real needs of the society'. Discuss the above 
statement referring to the arguments made by Jean Boudrillard. 
Qr 
Write short essays on any two (02) of the following topics. 

i Feminist theory 
ii Orientalism 

iii Subaltern studies 


