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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF LAW

BACHELOR OF LAWS EXAMINATION, YEAR IV - 2018

JURISPRUDENCE
(Three Hours)
Total Number of Questions: 07

Answer any FOUR (04) questions and no more.

(Candidates will be penalised for illegible handwriting.)

0l.

02.

03.

04.

‘A theory of law should be able to demonstrate “how people’s social identities are
fashioned and altered over time;...how, under conditions of inequality, social groups
in the sense of collective agents are formed and unformed; how the cultural
hegernony of dominant groups in society contested; ...and shed light on the prospects

for emancipatory social change and political practice...’

Which theory of law. in your opinion, closely has these qualities? llustrate.

How do judges decide “hard” cases? Critically respond to the issue, in the context of
a theory you are familiar with, using appropriate examples from any jurisdiction of

your choice.

Assess the extent to which H. L. A. Hart has been able to further our understanding

of law by exposing the weaknesses of the command theory.

Critically examine how Hans Kelsen’s theory of law helps determine efficacy of a

legal system of a particular country. Give examples.



05.  John Rawls argues that the correct principles of justice are those that would be
agreed to by free and rational persons placed in the original position behind a veil
of ignorance. However, Robert Nozick speaks about minimal state idea and
entitlement theory. Discuss the pros and cons of these two theories of justice in

light of their suitability for a country like Sri Lanka.

06. Answer either (A) OR_(B):

{(A)The Critical Legal Studies movement condemns the political and
philosophical bancrupcy of the liberal dialogue on rights. It also elaborates
the complexities of human nature and the inadequacy of modern laws to

prevent threats on mankind created by historical power gaps. Explain.

{B) Analyse the common objectives of the feminist legal theory and the salient
features of at least three of its sub-theories, elaborating with examples drawn
from relevant case law and constitutional/ statutory provisions from any

Jjurisdiction of your choice.

07. Answer either (A) OR (B):

{A)Critically evaluate the extent to which a sociological conception of law can

accommodate modern notions of human rights,

(B) ‘In some ways it is better to view postmodernism as post-structuralism — a
rejection of the structured, logical and internally consistent picture of society

and law exemplified in a legal theory.’

Critically comment with examples.
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