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Qu65n*6iT^iill([TjuurrririS&6fr 6T65ip <9\6ufra>m a:r5G«£0abauu@fi065rp65riT. i5l6W6U((5ail65ijD 
[5L6UI9 5565)353565)6TT ^frjl(lp*UU0d3d3l <©)S3S565)35UJ 9jrT*(fj0j66fib(6Tb*(9j j£IGujrr65T ^IJfffTfBlfl&LDITeSTgil 
Ug>l606lfl£66bl65r!I)fjJ: 

(<©0 a&LDgji (LP(!f> s_L65)60uqub <©i6060jj| ypabf365)a3 LD65)fD£5*j ua&ijrsia @Lrbi«6ifi66 6T[B5j06)jrr(!5 
GlU665igJ2ijub jBi_u)rri_«a«iL.iTfji; 
6rrj3g)Q6)jrT(r[) icaj nSlajj6U6Bfr&i<a&6ifi§s?jib eunrijsisja® ^G I TQ I U I T © apjBaSuq u>n$)0yw 

@i_ubQup6onfib; uofbauiD 
(®) ^ i q g j a ) a>rri@«i60 GtDri)Qa&T6TTU6uiT*6n 6T65rp 5VF>Q&>a>8>$&) 65>«fjQ<5Fiiiiuuuilt_ ŝj,u«65)6n 
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U N I V E R S I T Y O F C O L O M B O , S R I L A N K A 
F A C U L T Y O F L A W 

B A C H E L O R O F L A W S E X A M I N A T I O N , Y E A R I V - 2018 

H U M A N R I G H T S L A W 
(Three Hours) 

Total Number of Questions: 06 

Answer FOUR questions ONLY selecting question No.l and any other THREE questions. 

(Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting) 

1. Due to a prevailing drought, farmers in the southern province of the State of Rowana have 
been compelled to discontinue farming. The drought has continued for several years, and 
babies born during this period are reportedly undernourished. Due to the lack of an income, 
farmers are unable to provide necessary food and health care to their children. The 
implementation of relief measures on the part of the government is very slow as the 
documents demanded by the officers from the farmers in support of their claims for relief are 
not submitted in time. 

Meanwhile, as a result of continuous social media propaganda, some members of the 
majority ethnic community in Rowana, Muga decide to boycott the business outlets owned 
by the minority ethnic community, Suga. The Muga allege that the Suga practice of animal 
sacrifice in temples is against the country's traditions. During a religious festival, an 
individual of Muga ethnic origin, an advocate of 'clean culture' of Rowana, made an 
inflammatory speech urging all Muga men to drive out the Sugas from their villages. Within 
a few hours, there are reports of attacks against Sugas, their homes and their businesses. The 
government of Rowana responds by imposing a state of emergency and blocks access to all 
social media platforms. In a few weeks' time, a bill is tabled in parliament to establish a 
'Social Media Authority' with a mandate to ensure that social media platforms are not 
'abused' to undermine national security, public order or morality. 
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In the eastern province of Rowana, an armed group has been attempting to overthrow the 
government. Women have been demanding the return of land that has been taken over by the 
government and declared them as high security zones. Some of these plots of land are leased 
out by the government to a foreign company to establish an export processing zone and some 
other plots are handed over to women headed families affected by the insurgency. Women of 
the resettled areas allege sexual violence by various groups including members of armed 
forces. Young people are arrested in large number and detained for several months in 
unidentified locations within the high security zones. The few who returned from detention 
speak of starvation, sleep deprivation and other ill-treatment at the hands of the law 
enforcement authorities. Family members of those arrested engage in protests demanding the 
return of their kith and kin. 

A report prepared by the Parliamentary Select Committee on Laws Delays concludes that the 
average time taken for adjudicating civil, criminal and public law cases in Rowana is a 
minimum of 25, 15 and 7 years respectively. 

Assume that Rowana is a party to all major international human rights instruments. 
Write a detailed report analysing the human rights situation in Rowana. 

(34 marks) 

2. "The evolution of the concept of human rights from a political notion to normative rules is 
clear proof of the fact that desiring justice and resisting injustice on the basis of human 
reason are two inherent qualities of human beings. No one would be willing to compromise 
them for the sake of mundane benefits. Although challenges have been posed to this 
universal truth from time to time, what we witness is the triumph of humanity above all the 
other forces." 

Discuss the above statement with particular reference to the normative development of 
human rights. 

(22 marks) 



3. In the state of Rona, same sex marriage is recognised by law. Nina and Sama who intend to 
get married soon, visits a prominent wedding organiser 'Marry' to discuss their wedding 
plans. The receptionist at Marry informs them that no appointments are available for the next 
three months. Nina and Sama have the same experience when they visit several other 
wedding organisers. Frustrated by their experience they consult a lawyer who informs them 
that the right to equality and equal treatment before the law is a legal obligation only on the 
part of the State and that non-state actors do not have such an obligation. Dissatisfied with 
this lawyer's advice, they consult you for an opinion. 

Write the opinion, analysing the right to equality and freedom from discrimination as 
applicable in this context. (22 marks) 

4. A series of armed attacks are carried out by women suicide bombers in public buildings in 
Neon over a period of two months. They are suspected to be women belonging to a 
fundamentalist religious minority group in Neon. The government of Neon responds to the 
attacks by introducing the following measures: 

a) No woman can move around in public covering the whole body or the face; 
b) Only one meeting can be held in any religious institution per week; and 
c) Persons arrested on suspicion of carrying out an armed attack are committed to 

solitary confinement without judicial intervention for three weeks. 
A local women's organization claims that many women that have been arrested are now 
missing. 
Analyse the measures introduced by the Neon government and the allegation of the women's 
organization. 

(22 marks) 

5. "The reporting procedure is designed principally to facilitate the monitoring of a State's 
performance of its obligations under a human rights instrument. One of the main objectives 
of the reporting procedure is to facilitate public scrutiny of government policies and to 
encourage the involvement of the various sectors of society in the formulation, 
implementation and review of the relevant policies." 

Discuss using at least two examples from periodic reporting by Sri Lanka to treaty bodies. 

(22 marks) 



"The obligation to guarantee the right to freedom of conscience, religion and any belief 
poses a real challenge to the States as to its universal and individual characteristics. The 
issue is further compounded by the fact that individual rights, as believed by many, give into 
the demands of group rights." 

Critically analyse the above statement in light of two chosen country examples. 

(22 marks) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


