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Q^rT6V)65)60UJ[T65TgJ 6U6ffl, J ÎT, U5JT)!T1JU) ID655T LDfDfnjlb 6J65)65TIU ^ajrf)65)a6 
6iJ6TT(Bi(SB65)6nu unrgjarr̂ §6§|. 
(8lD6pj6fr6TT S h f D p u5*J |£l®|ab«LD(Ta a&(J5̂ §|65)J Q f f i u a . 

http://ffL.L_.ib


(•Si,) rflso ffjB*iTuur^a6ifl66, Q u n r a j $ Q^rr so 65)60 6uu)a(*, [5L6iji9a65>aa6TT 
65)a^Q^nr^l60 n jLe iJ ipaewaaf f i fy i QffUJfDurTiLipfDcg, ff6urr6ba65)6TTa> 
(8*^pp6iSlaal6Bi[D65T. «rbpiTi_60 $\^U6S)U 6j|i)U(S£aj6ijarbarTa 
65)«^Q^nr̂ l60iT6niT«6n (tp65i65)6ua@ii) 6 T $ I T 6iin"a5fBia6fr rgl65)6o(Bu655i 
^L!Jta51(nj£$6!»iu si_3ji^luu@^aj6ija(r)aiTaaB a6U6sru)iTaa a(rTj£$rr) 
Qarr6TT6nuu@^60 GsuessTiJu). g j a j ^dl6tfl(r5£$w6ni_;i>aj 6U(fT)ii> rBfr®<s&6ifl«n 
lSl6BT65I655flu5l60 etflGffLLDrra @6B)LUUfT65iaj. 
r̂ iT a_i_65iu(5al6ai!]5p'(T? e _ i D a j 6>5)65)i_aafT6ffT arrij655irBJa65)6n^ JO*. 

4 . iD65flatTa6ifl65i uiTajarruL| 6T65TLI*J 65)i£»iua a6U6ora@«SluuiTa £ _ 6TT6TT [B6tDi_(ip6»puS!ajj6fr6n 
iD65fla fi_(fl65)iDa6Ti ffLL* ailu65)iDui5)gi]6fr66n iD6tffla 2_ffl65)LDa6fr iDrbpii) a(f)pnri_60 
upnSI fBfriri Qa6iTi_iT[Baj rflrb^laa 66U6BW@u)rT - E _ U 5 ! I T eutTipaesja, a&eafluuilL 6urripa65)a 
LDfDQQJLD >3&£65TUb «S(j,a1uj &_[fl65)U>a65)6TTU U«65)lCUU(S^ajli) 6p65IJDfT(gli) - «©)6060gJ 
a r b p m _ 6 0 E - r f i a o i c a e f r urbnjl GrBiTi^iurrau Guaevi^rbarrOT arT60ib 6U[Baj6)5lL.i_^rT -
icrbGlfDrrcn) 6&&jwna>9 QaFrr606uarT65irT66 arbrDTL.66 a65i65T6n6i5166oSiu 
urrajarraaLiu@6ijarbaiT65i sj_rf)65)U)Qujn"65r!T)j? inssfla 6»iDUJuuili_a65)65i (gjtpffb 
65)iDUjLiuuL.^iTa jBrTLD iD(TfD[i51uj65)iDa>8>Gb G6U635T(T)i£>fr? Boyle A. (2012), "Human Rights 
and the Environment, Where Next?", European Journal of International Law, Volume 23, 
Issue 3, pp.613-642. 
(SiD§oj6fr6n anrbnpi u5ajT6BT se_iD*j a c r r ^ a n a 6T(tpaja. 

5 . @60iBi65)au5l65i <9»£DfJDfTi rjb a>rraa I D ^ 1 U J L ( 5 j5i_ui9(ip65)pu5l6V) U60 ^wsmabotoen 
(U565iS6Bip[t)|6ij{6fDaT6ffT j§Si_(Lp6fr6Traj. rB65)i_(Lp65)pu5l6 ĵ6Tf6Ti arbfDiTi_jD girraa I D ^ I U J L © 
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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA 
FACULTY OF LAW 

Bachelor of Laws Examination, Year IV, 2017/2018 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

(Three Hours) 
Total Number of Questions: 07 

Answer any Four (04) questions. 
(Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.) 

1. (a) Explain the extent to which the judiciary of Sri Lanka has recognized the 
importance of the concept of sustainable development in the protection of natural 
resources. 

(b) Explain the extent to which the precautionary principle has been embodied in the 
legislation and cases in the field of environmental law. 

2. The long title to the National Environmental Act provides: 
"An Act to .. .make provision for protection and management of the environment and for 
matters connected therewith or incidental to." 
Discuss with reference to the provisions of the National Environmental Act whether the 
Act adequately provides for the protection and management of the environment of Sri 
Lanka. 

(a) Public nuisance is a criminal offence that ensures a safer environment without 
annoyance, inconvenience, or discomfort to the general public. Public nuisance 
played a significant role in the evolution of environmental law. During the early 
stages of the development of environmental law, public nuisance safeguarded the 
air, water and soil and other natural resources. 
Critically comment on the above statement. 

1 

3. 



(b) At times, public nuisance actions pose challenges to the operation of industrial 
activities. The counter arguments put forward by the industrialists for causing 
environmental pollution should be considered carefully to ensure sustainable 
development. It is especially relevant in the context of developing countries. 
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 

4. "Should we continue to think about human rights and the environment within the existing 
framework of human rights law in which the protection of humans is the central focus -
essentially a greening of the right to life, private life, and property - or has the time come 
to talk directly about environmental rights- in other words a right to have the environment 
itself protected? Should we transcend the anthropocentric in favor of the eco-centric?" 
Boyle A. (2012), "Human Rights and the Environment, Where Next?", European Journal 
of International Law, Volume 23, Issue 3, pp.613-642 
Write your opinion on the above statement. 

5. There is a room for improvement of many aspects in the environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) procedure in Sri Lanka. Identify and discuss the drawbacks in the 
existing scheme of EIA and make recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of EIA 
in Sri Lanka. Your discussion should also reflect the extent to which EIA promotes good 
governance and democratic principles within the Sri Lankan legal framework. 

6. Discuss the extent to which toxic tort actions contribute to the protection of the 
environment in any three countries of your choice. 



International declarations are considered as soft law, and they are not binding on 
states. However, international declarations in the field of environmental law have 
influenced the judiciary in making decisions for the protection of the 
environment. 
Reflect on the above statement in the light of the Sri Lankan experience. 
An international organization actively involved in protection of wetlands has 
organized a seminar on protection of wetlands. The Organization has requested 
you to make a presentation on "Principles of the Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat in the Environmental 
Legal Regime of Sri Lanka" 
Explain the important aspects that you would include in your presentation. 


