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Unive r s i ty of Colombo 

Study S t r e a m E x a m i n a t i o n i n Ar t s (Geography) - Par t I I 

F i r s t S emes t e r E n d E x a m i n a t i o n - 2 0 1 8 

G Y G 3 1 4 2 - T R O P I C A L E N V I O R N M E N T 

T i m e : Two (02) Hours 

A n s w e r Three (03) Q u e s t i o n s O n l y 

1. " I m p a c t of n a t u r a l d i sasters i s increased w i t h t h e socia l economic 

c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e t r o p i c s . " E x a m i n e w i t h s u i t a b l e examples selected 

f r o m t h e t r o p i c s . (20 Marks ) 

2 . (i) State e n v i r o n m e n t a l i ssues re la ted to t h e u r b a n areas i n t r o p i c a l 

c o u n t r i e s . ( 05 Marks ) 

(ii) Br ie f ly d i s c u s s h o w these e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s sues affect socia l a n d 

e c o n o m i c deve lopment . ( 15 Marks ) 

3 . " D u r i n g t h e las t few decades, h u m a n i m p a c t o n d i v e r s i t y o f t r o p i c a l 

vegeta t ion i m m e n s e l y increased . " E x p l a i n w i t h examples . (20 Marks ) 

4. " T h o u g h t h e A f r i c a n reg ion possesses a large a m o u n t o f h u m a n a n d 

p h y s i c a l resources , i t i s one o f t h e least developed reg ions i n t h e 

w o r l d . " E x p l a i n t h e reasons for t h i s c o n d i t i o n . (20 Marks ) 

5 . (i) " T r o p i c a l forests p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t ro le i n g l o b a l c l i m a t e . " D o 

y o u agree w i t h t h i s s ta tement? Give reasons for y o u r answer . 

( 15 Marks ) 

(ii) W h a t are t h e p r o b l e m s caused b y c l i m a t i c changes? 

(05 Marks ) 

6. (i) "Present ly t h e r e i s a n i n c r e a s i n g t r e n d of l a n d s l i d e s i n t r o p i c a l 

r e g i o n . D i s c u s s t h i s s t a t e m e n t w i t h s u i t a b l e examples f r o m 

S r i L a n k a . (12 Marks ) 

(ii) E x a m i n e w i t h examples t h e recent cha l lenges caused b y 

l a n d s l i d e s i n S r i L a n k a . ( 08 Marks ) 
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